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A Brief History of Life Part 1: Survival is Hard  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HiFxKK2yjU  

1. Eons are a way to break up Earth’s ___________________________. 

2. The Archean began about _______ billion years ago, and ended around ________ billion years ago 

when the chemistry of rocks began to change. 

3. Early Earth resembled which planet? ________________ 

4. The earliest fossils show that life, in the form of bacteria, existed _________ billion years ago. 

5. Stromatolites ruled Earth for _______ billion years. 

6. The earliest evidence for multicellular life is ________ billion years old. But could have been a colony of 

single celled animals. 

 

 

 

A Brief History of Life Part 2: When Life Exploded 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBUNR10wvhw  

1. During the Cambrian period there was an explosion of _____________. 

2. The first vertebrates were fish with no ___________. 

3. Placoderms were the first fish with ____________. 

4. Fossil fuels formed during the carboniferous period from huge ________________. 

5. 350 million years ago Earth was full of giant ______________. 

6. During the Great Dying ________% of species went extinct. 

7. What do scientists think caused the Great Dying? 

_______________________________________________ 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7HiFxKK2yjU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kBUNR10wvhw


 

A Brief History of Life Part Dinosaur Time 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oGVFVX6NTLs  

1. The Mesozoic Era was the rise of the _______________________. 

2. The earliest dinosaurs date back _________ million years. 

3. Pterosaurs were _____________________ dinosaurs. 

4. During the Jurassic, Pangaea broke up into ________ continents. 

5. Birds are descended from _________________________. 

6. The Mesozoic ended with a mass extinction of _______% of species and was caused by a 

_______________ strike. 

7. Because of this mass extinction, ___________________ had a chance to take over. 

 

 

 

A Brief History of Life Part 4: Rise of Humans 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=b8sYfyQrs_Q  

1. Cenozoic means recent ______________________. 

2. _________________ is a relative newcomer to the evolutionary scene and was very important to the 

evolution of mammals. It is hard to eat and evolved into corn, wheat, and rice. 

3. This time period included a long period of ___________ ages. 

4. There’s evidence of art as old as ______________ years. 

5. Humans are a __________________ species. 

6. Anthropocene Epoch is the age of the ____________________.  
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